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To Whom it May Concern:

In addition to my resume and writing samples, I would like to discuss my more specific 
qualifications for this job. I have been involved in the arts from a very young age due to my 
artistically inclined parents. I was dragged to countless performances at the local arts center, 
productions at the Fox Theater, broadway shows in Chicago, museums all over the U.S. (My 
parents also love road trips), tours of London and Paris, and lesser known towns I can’t 
remember. I learned to love the arts and my parents were always interested in my opinion of 
things, so I learned to explain what I liked about them, as well as what I disliked. There was 
never a wrong answer, and I can thank my parents for fostering that and caring about my 
interests. 

Since then, I have dabbled as a photojournalist and photographer, which will always be 
my area of highest expertise. While my background as a photojournalist certainly affects my 
opinion of photography as art, I have learned to appreciate them as two separate entities that 
play off of each other. I love an artistically sound photo that also tells a story, and I love a 
superbly composed news photo. I don’t see why the two shouldn’t coexist very beautifully. 

While the photographic arts are certainly my area of most interest, that does not diminish 
my appreciation for the arts that I am not as successful in. If anything, I am spellbound by 
painters and dancers and singers because I do not possess talent in those areas. I believe 
experiencing things very visually, as I’m apt to do, helps me to allow others to experience the 
same things through my writing. I notice small details, I look for patterns, nuances. In 
photojournalism we have a philosophy about looking for the “telling detail” of any story. I believe 
that is vital to great criticism, because when there is so much art being made, the way to 
differentiate the good from the great will always lie in the little things. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
Jenn Finch


